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Declaration of Helsinki Revision: Modern Ethics for Medical Research

Modern Ethics for Medical Research

Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo, PhD, MD, MAS; Linda Brubaker, MD, MS; Greg Curfman, MD

This JAMA issue focuses on important contemporary issues
in ethics and medical research and is anchored by 2 Special
Communications with their accompanying Viewpoints and
Editorials.

The first Special Communication is the 2024 revision to
the Declaration of Helsinki, published to coincide with the
ratification of the Declaration by the assembly of the World
Medical Association (WMA).! The WMA was established in 1947

in response to the unethical

medical and research prac-
Viewpoint tices during and after World
War 11, and since its founda-
Multimedia tion has been committed to
being a platform for develop-
Relatad article ing global consensus on medi-

cal ethics.” The Declaration of
Helsinki was first adopted by the WMA in 1964, establishing a
set of ethical principles for medical research involving hu-
mans. Although inspired by legal instruments of public inter-
national law such as the Nuremberg Code, the Declaration of
ettt or s memeetie =t 4 ent and the WMA has no
sber 19,2024 'tion is an ethical docu-

12l cade nfoethice omniding

Editor's Note

The 2024 Revision to the Declaration of Helsinki
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